MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
ton Hotel, who offered him a job. From this he rose to be manager.
"Why don't you get out of your engagement with Daly, John?" Bennett asked me on one occasion. I suppose my manner seemed receptive to him, for he went on: "Frohman is the coming man."
Frohman apparently had calculated that I had a drawing power, and in this he seems to have had faith, for a most generous offer was made to me by Bennett. I authorized him to make a suggestion or two to Frohman and the thing was accomplished.
At the time there was still more than a year of my contract with Daly to run. I told Daly at once that I was leaving him at the end of our arrangement. I felt that I was at liberty to go and that there was no moral obligation upon my part to stay with a manager with whom I had been for so many seasons. I felt this because Daly had before this rescinded the agreement that he had with Mrs. Gilbert, Miss Rehan, Lewis and myself. He had given us a share in the profits of the season apart from our salaries. It was a semi-proprietary arrangement similar to that enjoyed by the actors at the Comedie Frangaise, that is, the Societaires who have all had certain years of service.
Daly wrote us that "in view of certain contingencies" he had decided that it was inexpedient to continue thisMr. Stanford White its admirable reconstruction and embellishment, while to the poet Aldrich we are indebted for the choice of our appropriate and comprehensive title, the world being but a stage where every man must "play his part." Mine just now, as the New Year dawns, is a very happy one, since it permits me too Pilnuit ....... . ........ .. MB. JAMES Lewis
